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cise their minds less and less with such materials as are found
iu psychological tests. This explanation is supported by the
fact that the decline is not apparent on all tests nor in all
groups. Adults appear to do as well as adolescents on the
information and vocabulary parts of the Army Alpha test.
Undoubtedly they have a greater store of accumulated
knowledge and experience than they had as children and
might be expected to derive more of their score from it.
Many college students gain in intelligence test scores dur-
ing the college years. This gain is to be expected, if it is
true that group mental tests and educational tests have 90 per
cent community of function.11 In addition, the increase in
intelligence test scores of college students may be due to
actual growth in mental capacity, to its more effective use,
to specific* training in observation, analysis, and synthesis, as
well as to the conditions under which the tests are given.
Gifted children, perhaps clue to limitations in the tests,
appear to be close to mental maturity at about nineteen
years of age.12 Children of average ability may continue
intellectual growth somewhat longer. Dull children show a
more constant rate of growth during adolescence.
These facts about the mental maturity of adolescents sug-
gest that they are as capable of thinking for themselves as
they ever will be. The intellectually superior high school
student is more capable of thinking through his own prob-
lems than are some of the adults who attempt to direct his
conduct. In order to act with maximum intelligence, how-
ever, he needs experience in solving real life problems.
Mental growth is not merely an increase in mental age.
It involves the organization of experience and drives to
attain certain goals*
Fluctuations in Mental Ability. — Teachers and parents
sometimes expect miracles to happen during adolescence.
They hope for a sudden change in mental ability, a new
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